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Letter from the President                Sunil Nair 

   

Welcome to the third and final edition of the 2011 Backwaters newsletter! 

  

It has been almost three months since our last issue and during that period we as 

a community celebrated our flagship event, the KAKC Onam celebration. 

Thank you all for showing up in full strength and making it a great success 

despite the issues we had to face on the catering front. Once again, on behalf of 

the entire committee I would like to apologize for the inconvenience many of 

you had to go through waiting in line for the dinner to be served. Following the 

event, the KAKC committee expressed their displeasure with the caterer, which 

resulted in an unqualified apology and a substantial reduction in final payment.  

 

We are nearing the end of November and that brings us close to our next major 

event of the year - the 2011 Christmas Celebrations.  This yearôs event has been 

scheduled for the 3
rd
 of December. Please note that the event will be held at the 

Olathe East High School, a location that is different from the one where we 

celebrated Onam. It is still not too late if you are interested in participating in 

the cultural program. Please reach out to a committee member for inclusion. As 

you purchase your tickets, please do renew your KAKC membership if you 

have not already done so. 

 

The advent of the Christmas event also triggers the transition of KAKC 

leadership. As is customary, it is the current committeeôs goal to have identified 

new members of the 2012 committee prior to the Christmas event. We have 

already reached out to the community to solicit nominations from interested 

members but unfortunately we are not seeing good traction. The last thing that 

we would like to do is to goad people into joining the committee ï certainly not 

the ideal process to elect new office bearers!  Folks, I hope it does not have to 

come to this. Nevertheless I am optimistic that we will have enough community 

members raise their hands for serving on the 2012 committee and consequently 

help us with a smooth transition of leadership. 

 

On behalf of the entire KAKC committee, I wish you all a Happy 

Thanksgiving! I look forward to seeing you at the Christmas celebrations. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Sunil Nair 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

 

2011 KAKC Xmas Program 
 

Date:     Saturday, December 3
rd

   

Time:     3.30pm-9:00pm 

Venue:    Olathe East High School, 

                14545, 127
th
 Street,  

                Olathe, KS 66062.   
 

You may purchase your tickets using 

Google checkout at www.kakc.org 

2012 Committee 

Nominations 
 

 

  

KAKC is soliciting nominations from 

the community for its 2012 leadership 

team. If interested, please contact a 

committee member. This is an 

excellent opportunity to serve the 

Kansas City malayalee community 

and prepare our organization for its 

future challenges. 

  

                

Connect with us on Facebook.  

Sign up at www.facebook.com 
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Are our destinies Preloaded?                                                                                                       
Bhrigu Samhita ï a brief overview by Sreekumar Nair   

The Caucasian youngster arrives.  The mystic translates Sanskrit scrolls                

for him, ñA young man has come from far-off land across the sea.                         

His name is David Lane.  He has come with a pandit and a swami.ò 

It is said that thousands of years ago, Maharishi Bhrigu wrote horoscopes based on every 

possible planetary position, thus predicting every possible human life!       

In the summer of 1978 two professors, David Lane (University of California, San Diego) 

and Mark Juergensmeyer (University of California, Berkeley) went to North India to 

study the occult. On July 22 1978, David Lane and his friend Swami Yogeshwar visited a 

Bhrigu Samhita astrologer in Hoshiarpur, Punjab.  Contrary to his expectation, the Bhrigu 

astrologer was not interested in David Laneôs time and place of birth ï but only the 

precise time of arrival at the address.   

 

The astrologer made some calculations.  Then he and his assistants began a large scale 

search for one particular palm leaf among bundles of palm leaves covered in black cloth.  

They found the right one, made sure that it matched the calculations and then the 

astrologer started reading the first line written in Sanskrit on that palm leaf, ñA young 

man has come from a far-off land across the sea.  His name is David Lane and he has 

come with a pandit and a swami.ò  

He continued reading from the palm leaf about David Lane, his life and other details.  

http://dlane5.tripod.com/brigu.html  

  

Background: 

 

Fortune telling is a funny business.  In India there are numerous paths of fortune telling 

like ñKudukudu Paandiò, ñPakshi Saasthramò, ñMashi Nottamò etc. as well as more 

popular Palmistry, Numerology and Astrology.  In the West, William J. Warner, 

popularly known as ñCheiroò has made many predictions and written many books on 

these subjects. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheiro) 

 

In the 6
th
 century AD, the great Indian astrologer and mathematician, Varaahamihira after 

observing the night sky and planetary movements for fifty years, wrote Brihat Samhita, a 

seminal work on Indian astrology.  He theorized that the planetary positions at the time of 

conception of an individual determined his/her destiny.  For practical reasons, the time of 

birth is used to generate a birth-chart or horoscope.  Moreover, some adjustments 

http://dlane5.tripod.com/brigu.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheiro
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depending on Surya-sphutam and Chandra-sphutam are necessary to make accurate 

predictions.  (Pages 137-142, Sampoorna Jaathaka Ganitham by Dr. P. S. Nair)  

 

In Indian astrology, there are two ways of predictions: Jaathakam and Prasnam.  

Jaathakam is based on the planetary positions at the time of an individualôs birth and 

remains the same for that person.  The astrologer makes long-term predictions based on 

the Jaathakam.  Prasnam (literally meaning óquestionô) is for current, short-term 

predictions and is based on the planetary positions at the time the question is asked.  In 

contradistinction to traditional Indian astrology, Bhrigu astrologer wants to know only the 

time of arrival at that specific address.  It is as if the seeker (of Truth) is destined to arrive 

there at that time. 

 

Bhrigu Samhita is also known as Nadi Astrology in some parts of India. 

 

Youtube Videos: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzSAeJpvgfs&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9j4IjMrX7Pw&feature=related  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cSHan7ujUA&feature=related  

Disclaimer:  

The purpose of this article is only to generate interest and encourage discussion in similar 

subjects.  I claim no knowledge or expertise in any form of astrology or other occult 

studies.     

Reference: 

1. http://dlane5.tripod.com/brigu.html 

2. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radha_Soami  

3. http://www.wandahl.com/Pages/Articles/VisitingBhriguSamhita.htm  

4. http://www.wandahl.com/Pages/Articles/BhriguSamhita.htm  

5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhrigu_Samhita 

6. http://www.astroguru-india.com/nadi_astrology.html  

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzSAeJpvgfs&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9j4IjMrX7Pw&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cSHan7ujUA&feature=related
http://dlane5.tripod.com/brigu.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radha_Soami
http://www.wandahl.com/Pages/Articles/VisitingBhriguSamhita.htm
http://www.wandahl.com/Pages/Articles/BhriguSamhita.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhrigu_Samhita
http://www.astroguru-india.com/nadi_astrology.html
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Committee 2011 
 

President  Sunil Nair  (913-488-6167)  

Vice President  Babu Cherian  (913-593-5915)  

Secretary  Krishnakumar K B Nair  (913-254-1653)  

Treasurer  Zcharia Jose  (913-768-4101)  

Joint Secretary  Jacob Maliel  (405-630-7736)  

Web Master  Reshmi Vinod  (816-517-8906)  

Program Coordinator  Aji Kiran  (913-768-1045)  

Sports Coordinator  Jacob Thankachan  (913-206-9382)  

Editor  Sheena Balachandran  (913-217-5922)  
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