
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� � � � � � � � � 	  
The official newsletter of the Kerala Association of Kansas City  

Volume 1, Issue #1 
 April 2010 

 

KAKC in 2010 – Keeping up with the times 
    

The sun is out and the trees are greening.  Aren’ t we glad that Spring is here 
and we can finally put behind us a long and cold winter season? The past year turned 
out to be yet another year of success for KAKC and its community members.  A large 
part of that success was attributable to the excellent leadership of the 2009 committee 
and to the active participation from members of the community. The dawn of the new 
season also saw a transition in the leadership of the KAKC committee. The 2010 
committee hopes to build upon the hard work of its predecessors and, hopefully, 
surpass the expectations of the community’s members. 

 
For the year 2010 the committee laid out a set of three specific objectives:  

 
• Raise the level of awareness of our community both within and beyond ethnic 

boundaries 
• Show commitment to the region by demonstrating leadership  and participation 

in community-specific activities and programs 
•  Attract and inspire our younger generation to enhance their level of participation 

and involvement in KAKC 
 
We hope to make progress on each of these objectives by means of the various tasks 
and activities we plan to spearhead over the remainder of the year. In addition to 
these objectives, the 2010 committee will continue to sustain and develop all the 
traditional programs and activities that we all have been familiar and accustomed to 
over these years.  A tentative schedule of all upcoming events has been published in 
this edition of the news letter. 

 
The rampant increase in popularity, and adoption, of social networking technologies 
are changing the way people keep in touch with each other or with information that is 
of most interest to them. KAKC is doing its part in keeping up with the changing 
times and is happy to announce that we are now officially on Facebook. Facebook 
provides a user friendly internet platform for all members to share news, views, and 
event related information. We urge you to sign up for the KAKC Facebook Group  
( www.facebook.com/pages/kerala-association-of-kansas-city/307030078671 ) and 
avail of the many features that allow you to stay abreast of what’s happening in the 
KAKC community. In addition to our presence in Facebook, we plan to augment the 
KAKC website over the coming months. The website updates pertain to improving its 
usability, organization of all content, information storage enhancements, improved 
data security and other technological updates. 
 
Our success in 2010 is largely predicated on your active involvement and 
participation in the various activities brought forth by the committee. As they say, “ it 
takes two to tango.”  Whether it is participating in the summer picnic, enrolling in a 
committee organized competition, answering the calls for volunteering, or 
encouraging malayalees new to the area to join KAKC, we need your full support and 
commitment to make our organization successful.  
 
We look forward to an exciting 2010 and wish you all a Happy Vishu!!!! 
               
         2010 KAKC Committee  

 

Upcoming Event 
 

 

2010 KAKC Picnic 
 

Date: Saturday, May 8  
Time: 4.30pm-10:00pm 
Venue: Blackbob Park 
             14500 W151st Terrace,   
             Olathe, KS 66062 

New Malayalees in KC 
 

There are many new Malayalees who 
have moved into the greater Kansas City 
area. We need your help in identifying 
and introducing them to KAKC. Please 
introduce them to a committee member. 
 

Editor’s Corner 
 

A big Hello and a warm welcome to all 
our readers! As you may have noticed, 
our newsletter has gained its own 
identity! We called it the ‘Backwaters’ , a 
word synonymous with Kerala and one 
that conjures up a warm, relaxed and 
pleasant feeling. We will strive to bring 
you content that will hopefully evoke 
those same feelings. 
  
As always, we are looking for 
contributions from the community in the 
form of articles, stories, information, 
recipes, accomplishments etc. We also 
value your suggestions and feedback. 
Email your feedback to: 
editor@kakc.org                 

KAKC is now on Facebook. Join our "Kerala Association of 
Kansas City" Facebook group (  www.facebook.com/pages/kerala-
association-of-kansas-city/307030078671 

Membership Renewal 
 

It’ s again that time of the year to renew 
your KAKC annual membership for 
calendar year 2010 (Jan-Dec). We have 
reduced the membership fee in “Single”  
category from $15 to $10. There is no 
change in fee for any other categories. 
Please renew your annual membership 
online through our website anytime or 
during our annual picnic on May 8th. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids Chess Competition  
 

KAKC conducted its first kids/youth chess tournament on April 3rd at 
the Antioch library. Participation was open to members in two age 
groups – under 10 and 10-15 categories. A total of 15 members 
participated in the event. It was really interesting to see some parents 
reflecting their past memories of playing Chess and enjoying their 
games alongside the kids. 
 
The tournament was conducted by Ken Fee, President of the Kansas 
City Scholastic Chess club. Ken is a nationally certified tournament 
director. Chinmay Krishna, Nikhil Zcharia and Alan Abraham secured 
first, second and third places respectively in the under 10 category. In 
the 10-15 category Karan Mehta placed first while Joel Zcharia and 
Vibhav Vidyadhar shared the second place. Third place was shared by 
Justin Abraham and Namratha Kandru. All participants received an 
official chess rating. Congratulations to the winners! 
 
KAKC takes this opportunity to thank all the participants in the Chess 
Tournament for your great participation. Without your participation this 
event wouldn©t have been possible and successful. We expect the same 
kind of spirit, enthusiasm and participation for our future events. 

     
     
 
 
 
 

              
 Participants engrossed in 

their next moves.  
                                           

       

 
Participants/Parents with Tournament Director Ken Fee and KAKC 
Chess tournament organizers 

 

Recipe Corner  
 

  
 

Coleslaw with a Twist – by Hira Nair 
 
Ingredients 
1 lb Bag of Cabbage and Carrot slaw 
2-3 chopped Green Onion 
Mix the above 2 together 
 
Toast 
2-4 oz of Slivered Almonds 
2 Tbs. White Sesame seeds 
1 Pkg. Ramen noodles crunched 
 
Dressing 
1/2 C oil (preferably Vegetable oil) 
3 Tbs. Red Wine Vinegar 
3 Tbs. Sugar 
©Oriental© Flavor Ramen from pkg 
 
Mix all the above ingredients together just before�
serving. Enjoy!  
 

Announcements 
 

                       
 
                                                                               
 

10-15 age group: from left 
to right: Joel (2nd place), 
Karan (1st place) and 
Vibhav (2nd place). 

Under 10 age group: from 
left to right: Chinmay (1st 

place) and Nikhil (2nd 
place) 

Parents try their moves as 
well 
 

Happy 4th Birthday to Teresa Puthoor 
From Zcharia Jose & Family 

For a nominal fee of $20 you can have 
your own personal announcement in the 
next Backwaters newsletter. Please 
contact the editor@kakc.org if 
interested. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KAKC Volleyball 
Kansas Malayalees heading to Jimmy George 

Memor ial Volleyball Tournament in New York 
 
Kerala Volleyball League of North America 

(www.kvlna.com) invited a team from Kansas to 
participate in the Jimmy George Memorial Volleyball 
Tournament 2010, which will be held at St. Johns 
University, Queens, New York during the Memorial 
Day Weekend, May 29 & 30, 2010.  
 

      This tournament is named after the late volleyball 
legend Jimmy George Kudakkachira from Peravoor, 
Cannanore, Kerala. Jimmy George was an 
internationally recognized volleyball player. In 
addition to playing for Kerala and India, he played with 
a professional team in Italy, where he died in a car 
accident in 1987.  This tournament was launched in 
1989 in his memory and now includes 18 teams from 
United States and Canada. 

  Kansas Tornadoes team consists of the following 
members and they are actively practicing with the rest 
of the KAKC Volleyball group and also at other local 
volleyball courts. 

 
Please join KAKC in wishing good luck to the team. 
Go Tornadoes! 
 
Aneesh Sreekumar      Jacob Maliel (Benoy) 
Jerine Oommen           Job Mathew 
Mathew Jacob             Ranjit Ramdas 
Ronie Chazhoor           Sabu Abraham 
Sibo Mathew               Vinod Chirayath 
Yedhu Moonjely          Zcharia Jose 
 
Please visit www.kakc.org for KAKC Volleyball schedule. 

Community Member Accomplishments 
 

 

2010 Missour i Winter  Games Open –Table Tennis Held at Baptist Bible 
College, Spr ingfield, MO  

- As Reported by Bill Lewis (Tournament Director)  
 
The day’s premier event, the Open Round Robin,  
witnessed ITTF world ranked at # 588, Alfred Najem of  
Emporia, Kansas vs.  Dinu Varghese from Overland Park, 
Kansas clash in a stellar match for the 1st place.   
 
Who doesn’ t root for the underdog - to do otherwise is 
patently un-American.  To that end, Dinu perhaps  
benefitted from this, since he may not have been seen  
as The Equalizer.  Yet, that proved not to be the case as  
he possesses GPS range finding eyes. He keyed in at will 
 and found just the right spot for our celluloid friend to 
 land. Dinu and Alfred exchanged blistering hits,  
strokes which struck a responsive chord with an  
appreciative crowd. Each  had two-winged attacks  

 
Dinu Varghese won 2 silver  
medals (Open Round Robin  
Singles and Open Doubles) in  
Table Tennis at the 2010  
Missouri Winter Games Open. 

that left most spectators with open jaws and dilated pupils.  Both make the optical  
sense of viewing table tennis a ‘carnival event’ . All that was lacking were the  
dancing bears, bearded lady and popcorn.   
 
The crowd watched artists in motion as they painted a kaleidoscopic sky – images,  
comparatively, that would make even Rembrandt suppose he was nothing but a  
finger painter.  You simply sat back and watched artistry meld nothing into  
something, rallies, which kept the viewer glued to their seat.  
 
There are two types of top-flight players presently transcending table tennis – that  
rare breed that brings back any shot, South Korea’s Joo Se-Hyuk comes to mind,  
and those who loop and kill at will – like Dinu and Alfred. Though Dinu lost his  
match at 3 games to 1, perhaps a more interesting scenario may have played out in 
 a best of 7, as several spectators mused.   
                                Congrats Dinu! ! !    
 

KAKC 2010 Activities and Events Calendar*  
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*Event schedules are tentative and are subject to change. Please keep up with the latest by visiting our website ( www.kakc.org ) or 
signing on to Facebook Group ( www.facebook.com/pages/kerala-association-of-kansas-city/307030078671 )  
 



 
India and the 2010 World Cup Hockey 

By the Sports Coordinator 
 

 
When the final whistle was blown for the World Cup Hockey at Dhyan Chand National Stadium in the national capital of 
India, New Delhi, luck struck the Australians, who won the World Cup title defeating Germany, the former World Cup 
Champions. This was considered to be a sweet revenge by the Australians since their consecutive defeats in the previous two 
world cups against the Germans. India secured the 8th place in the tournament with a consolation victory over its arch rival 
Pakistan. The dreams, hopes, aspirations and prayers of 1.1 billion people were shattered and couldn’ t help the team either. 
  
In the previous World Cup, India secured 12th place and most Indians expected that 2010 would make up for a glorious come 
back. But the performance was really heartbreaking for the hockey lovers across the country. India’s historical record in 
hockey from 1928 to 1958 for three decades (a golden era for Indian Hockey) is six Gold medals in Olympics in a row, and 8 
Gold medals altogether, a record that no team could boast of. It was in the 1980 Olympics that India won its last Gold medal. 
Since then they have never been able to repeat that same charisma. Never again!!! 
  
Let us not cry over the spilt milk. We need to motivate our young players to work hard with dedication, determination and  
perseverance. They should come to the field alive and play hockey. The team members should find time to retrospect to know 
what went wrong? Who was responsible for such a dismal performance? One of the reasons that can be attributed to its failure  
could be the reality that the pace and the techniques of hockey have changed over the time. Our Indian players are not less  
talented than their counterparts in the world. They have to reconsider and revitalize their strategies and work hard to catch up 
 with the rest. India must produce more and more Dhyan Chands in the modern era, to regain its past glory. The days are not  
too far that Indians have to fear about their existence on the world hockey stage. Hockey is the national game of India and  
let it will be a travesty if we are wiped off from the world hockey map. May this world cup hockey 2010, be an eye opener for 
 the Indian hockey board and let us hope that the Indian team will come back like the phoenix rising from the ashes! 

KAKC 2010 Committee 
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Seize this Opportunity - I t Pays To Buy Now!     By Jayan Abraham 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about the First Time/Repeat Home Buyer Tax Credit 
1. Who is eligible to claim the $8,000 tax credit? 
First-time home buyers purchasing any kind of home—new or resale—are eligible for the tax credit. To qualify for the tax credit, a 
home purchase must occur on or after January 1, 2009 and on or before April 30, 2010.  However, the law also allows home sales 
occurring by June 30, 2010 to qualify, provided they are due to a binding sales contract in force on or before April 30, 2010. Persons 
who are claimed as dependents by other taxpayers or who are under age 18 are not qualified for the tax credit program. 
 
2.     What is the definition of a first-time home buyer? 
The law defines “first-time home buyer” as a buyer who has not owned a principal residence during the three-year period prior to the 
purchase. For married taxpayers, the law tests the homeownership history of both the home buyer and his/her spouse 
 
3.     Are there any income limits for claiming the tax credit? 
Yes. For sales occurring after November 6, 2009, the income limit for single taxpayers is $125,000; the limit is $225,000 for married 
taxpayers filing a joint return.   
 
4.    I read that the tax credit is “ refundable.”  What does that mean? 
The fact that the credit is refundable means that the home buyer credit can be claimed even if the taxpayer has little or no federal 
income tax liability to offset. Typically this involves the government sending the taxpayer a check for a portion or even the entire 
amount of the refundable tax credit. 
 
5.    I am not a U.S. citizen. Can I claim the tax credit? 
Maybe. Anyone who is not a nonresident alien (as defined by the IRS), who has not owned a principal residence in the previous three 
years and who meets the income limits test may claim the tax credit for a qualified home purchase. The IRS provides a definition of 
“nonresident alien” in IRS Publication 519. 
 
6.    Is a tax credit the same as a tax deduction? 
No. A tax credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction in what the taxpayer owes. That means that a taxpayer who owes $8,000 in income 
taxes and who receives an $8,000 tax credit would owe nothing to the IRS. 
 
7.    I bought a home in 2008. Do I qualify for this credit? 
No, but if you purchased your first home between April 9, 2008 and January 1, 2009, you may qualify for a different tax credit. Please 
consult with your tax advisor for more information. 
 
8. Does a married couple qualify for any home buyer tax credit in the following situation? Spouse A has lived in and 

owned the same principal residence for at least five years. Spouse B has lived in and owned the same principal 
residence for less than five years. 

In this situation, the couple does not qualify for any home buyer tax credit. Because the couple is married, the law tests the ownership 
history of both spouses. Spouse A clearly does not qualify for the $8,000 first-time home buyer tax credit, so neither does Spouse B. 
Spouse A does appear to qualify for the $6,500 repeat buyer credit, but because Spouse B has not owned and lived in the same 
principal residence for at least five years, neither of them can claim the repeat home buyer tax credit.  
 
For more information visit my website: www.jayan.ReeceAndNichols.com and click on Home buyer Tax Credit. 
Answers to any specific questions or want to sell your home or find the right home to buy or need help to find the best 
mortgage rates. 
 

 

 
 
Contact: Jayan Abraham, 2140 E Santa Fe, Olathe, KS 66062. 
E-mail Jayan@ReeceAndNichols.com / Phone # 913 433 3034 /Fax: 913 782 5023 

              
  

Articles from members are published as submitted and reflect authors' views and not that of KAKC. 
Visit www.kakc.org for the PDF version of all issues of Backwaters 
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